Fifty Years of Farming in Monaleen

I was born here in Monaleen in 1946, the youngest of four children. My early memories of farming at home are milking cows by hand, working with horse drawn machinery, no electricity and no running water. Going to the creamery on horse drawn cart to Annacotty was one of the treats of my childhood. I went to Primary School in Monaleen and later cycled to Secondary School in Limerick City. After that I started farming with my parents.

Around this time there was 38 farms in the area of the present Monaleen Parish. Most 

of these were supplying milk to Annacotty Creamery. The farms at this time were

mostly engaged in mixed farming with crops, pigs, cattle, sheep and cows. In 1960 a change was taking place with the advent of tractors, milking machines and the use of fertilizers. These changes revolutionised farming, leading to increased Stocking Rates and increased Production.

In 1972 Ireland entered the EEC. This led to improved commodity prices.  Farmers were able to purchase more land and expand their enterprise. At this stage a lot of farmers expanded in Milk Production. Annacotty Co-op joined the larger Ballyclough Co-op in Mallow and this later joined with Mitchelstown, forming the present Dairygold.

Change was also happening in the parish of Monaleen. I saw the parish divided twice, in 1971 and 1979, with growing population, the establishment of the University, the huge number of houses, new roads and shopping centres. 12 farms vanished under all this development, leaving 26 farms being farmed, today; there are only 6 of these in Dairying.

All of this created new opportunities for our young people. With better education they had more opportunities outside of farming and a better social life. A lot of these misconceptions were created by the Celtic Tiger. Today, there could be a swing back to farming indicated by the large numberss attending Agricultural Colleges this year. Milk production in Ireland is predicted to increase by 50% by 2020 with the abolition of Milk Quotas in 2015. 80% of produce produced in Ireland is for export to markets all over the world. Farming has completely changed since I started. It is probably over regulated now but I still find it a great life with huge satisfaction.

Liam Ryan, November 2010.

